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CROMARTY

at o map of the north of Scoot |

land vou wil

F oy look

oferve that the town of Cromarty s perched at the

end of a peninsuls jutting mto the Morm Firth, one
gide of it wished by the Cromarty Firth and the ather
wle by the lnverness Firth, The town itself s situated
near the mouth of the Crofmarty Firth under the shelier
af the South Suter, one of the mpssive headlands which
guard the entrance to the magnificent hand- ke harbwour
known to the ancient map-miaker as Pty Safufes, By virtu
[-I--||..._|| situation, s exeremiels ow  rmnfall,
arl rm owater and drainage systems, Cromarty s
ane of the most bracing and health-pving hiolicday resorts

m Scootlamd, an sdeal spot set armd unrivalled seencry

Crommarty, which at the 1631 census had 817 inhalotants
in the burgh. has had guitc 2 romantic history T the
antiguary the Groy Cairn Glen Urguhart and  the
hut cireles, which are dotted over the moor, will appeal
a5 relics of the dave of the Yikings. In hmstonc times,
however, the place was on import element in the
tary und admimistrative maching of the Scortish Kinpgs
It was a Roval Hurgh from the twelfth century until 1685,
In 1199 Williwm the Lion erected u castle of the motne-
and-lailey tvpe at Dunscaith, Nige. The revenues of the
Ferrv, which were attached o the cestle, appear the

The maenthcen! e i Roval Accounts and the Ferry to the present day 18 known
gt o as “the King's Ferry.” At a later datc o similar castle
af Cromarty Hill everlooks wis erected on the motehill, where Cromarty House teow
y [ L . stnnds, and there = an |.\|-\-i--..-|| statement alsout 1 A
Cromarty Town and Firth charter by James 111 in 1370, The stone castic |

tis Sir Thomas Urqubart, the famous transluior of Rabelair,
s built on the same site in 1507 and 1637, and stood
ere until 1972, (theér important documents referring
to Cromarty are those of Edward 1, in 1305, Robert Hrucs
in r1i6, and Davad 1T in 1364 Bruce wis i L romarts
in 130 and acmin in 1333

The phoicgraph above and
thast o The cower are by
o B Whote, Led.. Dumcler

The Ferrv was on the mam ' road e the north
When King James 1V journeved to the shrine of 51, Duthus
at Tain, hes route was from Abendeen o Cromarts biwv thi
coast Accompanicd by his picturesgue retimue he rodde
iborg the high road of Black [sle into Cromarty by the
piath now slarting the Cinelic churchyvard known as  The




AN ANCIENT BURGH

|'d!|'r.'.'.” down the |-|1 Vennel to the besch, thence across
the Ferrv, In March, 1497, he staved overnight with the
pricet at Cromarty, nnd it is on record that the three boats
required for hamsell and his party cost His Majesty hali
4 putnen. On 13th November, 1501, he aguin crossed the
Ferry when he paid the ferrvman eight shillings, returming
fram Tain by the same route.  In 1502, the Earl of Bothwell
s crossed the Ferry on his flight to the far north.  Later,
in February, 746, Lord Loudon's force crossed the ferrmy
an their way to Sutherlund, chased by Prince Charlic’s
Jucohites.

The existing town of Cromariv s ||-_.1|F:; the third
of that name. The site of the first s now covered by the
sea, and the ** Kirk-stanes ' below the Fishertown mark
the spot where a church and churchyard once stood, The
site of the second ix also partly Eovered by the sea, but o
part remains at * The Causeway,” where the Towin Cross
{mow in front of the Town Hall) used o stand, and wh
s the road to St Regulus' Churchyard and the Hill. The
present town s divided into two parts, one of them is the
Frshertown which, like the rest of the own, s |r||i1_|-.l||,.:||[:|.
only & shadow of its former self. During the nineteenth
century and unnl 4;|1.1'nr|;|'r;|r|u¢"|l.' recent vears a flourshing
fishing industry was carried an, but the change from aail -
boats 1o steam-boats and motar-boats, the fHight of the
herring, the desiruction of the inshore fishing by the
depredations of trawlers, and other subsidiary causes have
reduced the industry almost 1o vanishing pomnt and with
it the number of |n|:r1.-p1d fishermen Tg-r"r.-uu merfapan i,
mon of mlanr fn . On the land the sole industry is
farming on & large scale.  In the burgh itself on the west,
the derelict 1|1'|1|.|'| !||.|_h||‘:| 15 now ulibized as stores, ofc.,
and there is also the old brewery an the east

How can the tourist get o this old-world burgh
which is such o strunge mixture of the old with the new 2
Luckilv no ugly railway hine scars its fair fuce. The visitor
from the south can rench it from Invergordon by a comfort-
uble motor-bout, and the half-hour =ail scross the Firth
15 an enpovahle expenience ; or he can cross Kessock Ferry
nt Inverness and be conveved by motor-bus 1o his desting-
ton ; or tnke o motor-bus froem Dingwall and be driven
-||"|Il.' the ather & e of the |H.'r|:11-|.1|.| The molorist can
choose his own route, and the roads are excellent
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The rocky MeFarquhar's Bed

a favourite picwicking spot

FOR THE SPORTS' LOVER —

P.Ird_l'l‘r_'-. H;u'n tators and Children

F' YR the voung and esergEenie there @ abundam BT for
oG Boating and fishing may be indulged in to
ane's heart’s content, and angling from the pier-head for
*euddies ' may be vaned with tralling for mackerel or
ling, Anvone desirous of Ashing for cod and other desp-gea
fish can have his wish gratified.

The inside of the harbour affords a natural pond,
excellent [or swimming., A water-chute is provided and
are ’lll" 'El"lL!"l':"- l"1 '\-|l!1.| g 1"“' \.'.I'“I'i'll . -I.Ill'.lllr'-'hl_ll
with Swimmin i, held in August, i a highly
popular event.

i O

The blase rennis courts and the bowling green e
At the cast end of the bureh and visitors are made welcomie.
FPournaments  and  maiches  continue  throughout  the
summer. Foorball i plaved on the Recreation Park besade
the Vietoria ||.||||. afiid there are focilines alsn (oF Cpuidnal efigF
and other pames.

Theme = an 1RBhole poll course ot Nige, reached in
five minutes by a motor-ferry. It is a " matural © course
amaong the sapnd-dunes and one of the best I Scx
The glonous sands on the beich provide the children
with endless enjovment

MEMORABLE WALKS
Walks to the top of THE suToR, o the ste of the Gallows,
a relic of feudal times, to THE LookouT, and to McEFARQUIAR'S
pED will be found memaorable. The road

Is and paths are
excellent and thie AR FRITL of sea and land on the mag-
nificent scale. At Mce r|4-||||,|lr'= Bed—a favourite p;:,ni._L-
mg spot—is 4 salmon fishing stution. e MARCUS CAVE
W close by and easily  accessible. Rck-climbing s
dangerous and should on no account be nduleed in
About two miles from the town is EATHIE BURN, a
prcturesque gorge with three waterfalls, Hugh Miller
relates that he tmlked with an old woman who, when a little
girl, had seen mvriads of Gurnes dancine on the edpe of the
bum. The story of * The Passing of the Fairies ™ is
charmungly told by Miller in his Ofd Red Sandutone.

{ For more deteiled deseviptions af theve toallks see page 10.)

Parpe nome



FOR THE WALKER —
Hills, Caves, Waterfalls and Sea

HE wie or ceosarty affords pleasant  excurmions,

and the view from oy AlETTE Lo L both extensive and
peturesque Those having time to visit the different parts
of the Hill will do well to tnke the road along the shore ar
Hirse. |..l.'.n|||:.: the town I.I|l||| the Eint, the |r.|F|: wkirta the
shore, past the ald .I..-'m-nm,g runge, and goes along the oot
of the Hill among the rocks as far o8 the DRorrisG cave,
on which h.ai'u;- ane of Miller's mles in Soewes ol f.q'l.’f M.
Ll the wav Traom the ]h.||1|.1-|.|1g Cave o the hagher |1.arI|.
the vippLERS wWELL may be scen.  Tradition assigns som
reminricable cures o this well. which Form the basis
innther of Miller's legends,

ke Hill, however, s more coammonly approached b
the mam road tumimng 1o the neght on leavir thi town
It & o cunous foct that thi i '||-l|||.:|| 1] oitsicle

its TN stre and 15 &0l
1 the fect that the mam

of the road

thie town, W
Causer’en’
cahhbled Towards the o |
burving ground of St Repulus §see e 7] T"h spaat bs
a very pretty one and is known o b inapared s
|||||.'|| "'-"_-II-r. MRest wWrting. L i 1|||.:|lr. BAVA ha,

2 the close of lust sutumn, | visited the old chapel

we come to the

{(HA
ilas,. The moon, nearly ar full, was nding
d in a troobled sky, pourine its light by fit
arts ax the clouds passed, on the grev ruins, and the
FINsS S I."’-|||-\.' | 'L-\. '.l.f ||_|| 1 hr:'“ 1.||.||" i ]H Fori
over the beds of the sleepers.  The deep, dark shadows ol
the tomba seemed stomped upon the sward, formeng, as
one might imagmne, a kind of peneral epitaph on the desd,
but mecribed like the hand-writing on the wall, in the
characters of a strange tongue. A low breeze was creeping

St

through the long withered gruss af myv feet ; 8 shower of
vellow leaves came rustlime, from time o tme, from an
old gnarled elm that ahot owt s branches over the burving
ground, and after twinkling for a few secconds in their
descent, milently took up th pluces among the rest al the
departed the rush of the stream sounded hoarse and
mourmiul from the bottom of the mvine, like a voiee from
the depths of the sepulchre ; there was a low monotonous

Pipe fein

The Totwn from ihe Harbour

and Cromarty Laphthous




ROYAL HOTEL

CROMARTY

Modern, Comfortable
Hotel occupying an
ideal situation on the
sea front and afford-
ing the loveliest of
vistas, the Cromarty
Firth with the back-
ground of the rugged
range of mountains
and Ben Wyvis.

Hot and Cold water in
Bedrooms.

Boating, Fishing, Golf
Tennis.

Garage
Accommodation
adjoins.

Terma wmd  full particulars on
application to the Manageress.

TELEFHONE - - CROMARTY 217
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musrmur, the mingled witerances of a thousand sounds of
eurth, air and water, each one insudible in itself © and at
intervals the deep hollow roar of woves came echoing
from the caves of the distant promontory. ‘The dead of a
thousand years are sleeping ot our feet ; the poor peasant
serf of ten centuries sgo, whom the neighbouring haron
eould have hung up at his cottage door, with the intelligent
mechanic of yesterday, who took 20 deep an interest in the
ﬂ“ﬂtimli:m of the negroes. Whait strange stories of the
past, what striking illustrations of the destiny and nature of
man, how important o chronicle of the progress of society,
would this solitary spot present us with, were it not tha
like the mysterious volume in the Apocalypse, no man
can the book.” Close to the churchvard gate, on the
outside, may be seen the grave of Sandy Wood (sce page 7).

On the left o path will be found entering the wood,
This lewds to different parss of the Hill, and must be
followed to the end of the wood, where the visitor can take
his choice of three roads. The lower of the three leads 1o
Charlie’s Sent ; the middle one to the Lookout, and the
highest to the top of the Hill.

From tHeE Lookour one of the most extensive and
icturesque views in Scotland may be had. 17 the weather

fine no fewer than seven counties can be seen, ris.,
Cuithness, Sutherlond, Ross, Inverness, Naim, Banff and
Elgin, ss well as the Beauly, Mormy, Cromarty, and
Domoch Firths., The walk mav be continued round the
Hill, till the road leading back to the Mains Farm is
reached ; this can be followed back to the town.

Anaother plessant walk in this direction leaves the
town by the same route, passing the Mains Farm directly
across until the shore is reached on the Moy Firth side.
When the highest point of the road—a shart distanee above
the farm stending—is reached, the view is very fine.
Underneath on one hand we have the winding Cromarty
Firth ; on the other the Inverness Firth; and northward
in the distance the Domoch Firth. The hill on the left
bears the name of the Gactow Hiti. The site of the
gallows can still be traced.  Following the road, and passing
through a splendid svenue of beech trees, we then
the chiff by the footpath, and reach the salmon fisher's hut.
The large detached rock on the beach is known as
MCFARQUHAR'S BED from the fact that o notorious smugyler

Page thirteen



EATHIE BURN AND GREY CAIRN

of that neme used to make it s watch-tower, Readers of
My Schooly and Schoolmanters will be familiar with the
Doocor Caves, but these are accessible only by boat.
None of these rambles on the Hill will extend to more than
twa or three miles,

s s will be found well worth visiting, both for
its fine scenery and forits hiterary associations, Genlogists will
be aware that it was here that Miller made discoveries and
deseribed in (0d Red Sandsione. The burm is ahout three
mibes distunt, and to reach it the road leading from the top
of the town must be taken.  Following the road for s mile,
we leave the smithy on our right, and cross over to Navity
Farm, which iz close 1o the bum. Miller, deseribing the
place, says : ** A deeply secluded dell of exquisite though
savage beautv ; one of those hidden fecesses of mature, in
which she gratefully reserves the choicest of her sweets for
the more zealous of her pdmirers,”

"I'he easiest approach to the bum is by following the
maan roswd lemving Nar":\' on the lety il the site of & cottage
in the cormer of o feld adinining the burn is resched.
The edige of the burn should be followed from here.  About
half-way down, a path will be found descendmg intn the
burn and leading  the principal waterfall, The more
peile of font may follow the course of the stream oy Tar us
the sca.

Some two or three hundred yards westwards from the
mouth of Eathie Burn and on the cliffs facing the sea, is
situted St Bennet's Well {see page 7).

(in the ridge of the Black lsle, from the Hill of
Cromarty westward, there are various remains of early
lrattleficlds. The p"nfl;mﬂ of these s abour four miles
distant, on the rond passing over the ndge of the Black
Isle, and is marked by & large cuirn some twenty or thirty
feet high, known as the oy camx.  The nght road from
the town is taken for some three miles, when the Davidston
Smithy is resched. Tuming to the right and proceeding
for another mile we reach the wood in which the caim is
situated.
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THE LEADING ESTABLISHMENT
in CROMARTY

ROARDING HOUSES &
VISITORS SPECIALLY
CATERED FOR

Regular deliveries with

/ Y an -!.-GIH'“ ar Cnuﬂ"t.

BANK STREET, CROMARTY

T;'1|'[r||.| e 209

Telephone 227
—— AT YOUR SERVICE =

R. RITCHIE & SONS |

Motor and General En_ginnars

exeal

T

=y

L. (©

Complete overhauls to any make of car

ACETYLENE WELDING

Specialists 1n all Repairs
All Accessories 1 Washing and
Greasing

GARAGE ACCOMMODATION

Haulage Contractors & Carriers
Furniture Removers

Estimutes Free Moderate Charges

ROYAL GARAGE, CROMARTY
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ad. M. McGregor D. J. MACKENZIE
ﬁ GENERAL MERCHANT i RO S UNGER
HARDWEAR, $ soo
Board Residence, at ' ;nfﬁé‘;v‘;k‘é? g EVII-:;_HS‘::FTE‘E::;L‘,
28 CHURCH ST.,CROMARTY ELECTRICAL., i b )
PAINTS & OILS, % ) )
i Comfortable—Moderate L CARPETS AND § FARM. TRADE,
3 g RUGS. $ SPORTS AND
Terms MODERN ¢! HOUSEHOLD
s ’ FURNITURE, 3}
e, @ % P e
30-36 Church St., Cromarty If it's the best you want—we have it

i s JAMES HOGG

ER & CONFECTIONER Cromarty
yROCE C( C : o
iy ; I WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

e v e DAILY DELIVERIES BY |
MOTOR OR POST

: Hotels and Boarding Houses
. Catered for

Shore Street, Cromarty 23 HIGH STREET, CROMARTY

THE ONLY SHOP ON THE SEA FRONT
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Colin MacKenzie

GENERAL
DRAPERY and
LADIES" WEAR

18 CHURCH ST., CROMARTY

.
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KUKLOS ANNUAL

FOR CYCLISTS, RAMBLERS
.. AND ALL ROAD USERS

It covers Mechanism, Equipment,
Tandeming. Camping and the Law:
it provides reliable lists of Poreed
Tours, Rest Houses, Camp Sites,
ete., and it costs — 1/6 from your
Newsagent or 1/9 from the Publishers

ED. J. BURROW & CO. LTD.
CHELTENHAM

-
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The Cosy Corner
Tea Rooms

LUNCHEONS DAINTY TEAS
HOME BAKING CIGARETTES
CONFECTIONERY
MINERALS < ICES
DAILY PAPERS

FRUIT IN SEASON

e e

High Street, Cromarty




